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Happy New Year and welcome to Terms 3 and 4.  
We hope you had a lovely Christmas holiday and received lots of lovely 
presents – thank you all so much for our lovely presents. I hope we are all 
looking forward to the terms ahead. 

 
The following information will allow you to follow and support your 
child’s work up until Easter. 
 

Term 3 – Science, ‘Everyday Materials’ 
  
This term we are investigating everyday materials; beginning with a visit from 
the Scrap Store when we will be looking at what we can use to make a castle. 
We will then spend the rest of this term looking at the properties of different 
materials and thinking about how and why we use different materials in 
different ways – strength, flexibility, waterproof, warmth etc. 

This will continue in  

Term 4 - D&T, ‘Feel the Rhythm’ –  

when we will make more musical instruments, thinking about what materials we 
will need to use to achieve the best look and sound.  

If you have any artefacts or expertise in this area we would love to hear from 
you. I would also appreciate help when making our instruments in term 4 on 
Monday and Thursday afternoons (when we are not in the woods). 

In term 3 our English lessons will focus on traditional stories, where we 
will continue retelling and drama to support our learning and poetry. In 
term 4 our focus will be non-fiction and instruction writing.  

On Mondays we have been writing our News Diaries and this will continue but 
as the year progresses we will be encouraging the children to write in these at 
home too. Spot will be coming home with some pupils to help with this. Spelling 
homework continues to be a very important part of English and is set during 
Monday spelling sessions. 

Please remember, Reading Records need to be in school each day so that any 

messages can be noted in them or any school reading recorded. As always we 

encourage regular reading with an adult at home.  The children are expected to 

read at home at least 3 times a week. This will gain them a Success Stamp if it 

has been recorded in their Reading Record and signed at home by an adult. 

Reading Records will be checked on a Monday morning. Mrs Bethel and myself 

have been very impressed with all the reading that has been going on in 

Sycamore Class, thank you parents and well done everyone, keep it up!  
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Social Media 

Keep updated with everything 
school related by following 

@w_woodborough  

 

 

 

 

 

This allows me to send 

reminders and messages to 

the whole class and also 

allows your child to send 

pictures of their work 

directly to your phone or 

laptop (when authorized by 

teachers). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember you can 

subscribe to the Sycamore 

class blog to keep up-to-

date with our learning.  

You are encouraged to 

comment regularly.  
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In maths we will be counting to 100 in number and counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. A secure understanding of 

place value will help us improve all areas of number. Our number bonds and fact families will be 

extremely important in addition and subtraction – using everyday problem solving, e.g. money. We will 

also look at shape, space and measure. 

Homework is sent out on a Thursday. This will be due in on the following Wednesday.  

 

We are planning to restart our visits to the woodland area on Thursday 17th January and the Doodle Poll 

is working well, thank you very much.  We really do rely on parental support for this exciting opportunity 

and the Woodland visits will not take place on weeks when there are not enough adult volunteers. 

Another reminder that children will need suitable clothing and welly boots for this activity and providing 

a woodland bag alongside a PE kit bag on their peg would be really helpful (many of you have provided 

this already, thank you). 

P.E. will take place on a Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon. It will be important that children have a P.E. 

kit in school for these sessions. We will be inside and outside for these sessions so please make sure 

that everyone has something warm.  

The children each have a named water bottle in class which we encourage the children to take home to 

refill each evening as unfortunately we do not have a drinking water tap in Sycamore Class. There is a 

water fountain for children to drink from.  

 

If you would like to come in and help out in the class or to hear readers please let me know, we always 

appreciate any offers of assistance. 

 

Please remember to have a look at the termly Mathematics Challenge that Mrs Johanson sets. 

  

Finally, if you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
 

Best wishes Mrs Chapman  
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