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Dear Parents and Carers 

Returning to School in September 

Now that we have reached the end of term, I would like to thank you all for responding so positively to the 

challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. Thank you for your amazing support, hard work and patience with home 

schooling during the government imposed partial closure of our school. We were delighted to welcome back the vast 

majority of children from all year groups for the final few weeks of the summer term. They returned happy and 

settled quickly back into school routines – supported by our dedicated teaching and support staff, who have worked 

tirelessly throughout recent months. It has been a busy school year and the summer break is much appreciated. 

We are really looking forward to welcoming back our whole school community in September and are pleased to 

share with you our strategy, which has been written following recently published advice from the DfE. 

You can read the full document here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-

coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 

We will be complying with all of the protective measures outlined in the DfE guidance, to prioritise and ensure the 

safety of children and staff. 

Dates for return to school: 

Tuesday 1st September Teacher Development (TD) Day – no pupils in school 

Wednesday 2nd September All pupils in Years 1 – 6 return to school (please refer to drop-off and pick-up times) 

Thursday 3rd September Year R (Oak Class) – Mars & Venus Houses, 9.30 – 11.15 am 

Friday 4th September Year R (Oak Class) – Mercury & Jupiter Houses, 9.30 – 11.15 am 

 

Attendance 

It is vital that children return to school for their educational progress, wellbeing and wider development. School 

attendance will be mandatory again from the beginning of the new academic year. For parents and carers of children 

of compulsory school age, this means that the legal duty on you as a parent to send your child to school regularly will 

apply. 

A small number of children may still be unable to attend in line with public health advice because they are self-

isolating and have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves, or because they are a close contact of 

someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19). If your child is unable to attend for this reason, you must contact school 

so that we can support with home learning. 

Shielding advice for all adults and children will pause on 1st August, subject to a continued decline in the rates of 

community transmission of COVID-19. This means that the small numbers of pupils who currently remain on the 

shielded patient list can also return to school, as can those who have family members who have been shielding. 
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Transport 

School transport will be operating a full service. If you would like to apply for school transport for your child(ren) 

more information about eligibility and the Wiltshire Council spare seat system is available here: 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-transport-apply 

Children will be required to sit in their year groups on school buses. Please encourage your child(ren) to do this when 

they board their buses in a morning. We will organise children into year groups when leaving school at the end of the 

day.  

The start and end of the school day 

In order to minimise congestion, children should be brought into school by just one parent/carer, please. Staggered 

drop-off and pick-up times will operate as follows: 

Classes (Year Group) Drop-off Time Collection Time 

Willow Class (Y6) & Lime Class (Y5) 8.45 am 3.15 pm 

Elm Class (Y4) & Cherry Class (Y3) 8.55 am 3.05 pm 

Maple Class (Y2) & Sycamore Class (Y1) 9.05 am 2.55 pm 

Oak Class (YR) 9.15 am 2.45 pm 

 

If you have more than one child and they have different drop-off and pick-up times, please arrive at their EARLIEST 

allocated drop-off slot and collect at their LATEST allocated pick-up slot.  

At their year group’s specified drop-off time, parents/carers should queue at the usual drop-off point on the school 

playground and maintain social distancing (both on the playground and along the pedestrian path). Please keep your 

child(ren) with you and explain that they need to queue and socially distance as part of our school rules. 

Our one-way system will continue to operate for drop-off and pick-up and will be clearly signed. 

For the first few days of the school term your child(ren)’s class teachers will meet them on the playground at their 

allocated drop-off times. As the term progresses children will be encouraged to make their way directly to their 

classrooms. 

Adults accompanying children to school will not be allowed to enter the school building. 

At their year group’s specified collection time, parents/carers should observe social distancing and wait for their 

child(ren) on the school playground. 

Please arrive at and depart from the school grounds promptly and observe social distancing from our staff at all 

times. 

Breakfast Club and After-School ‘Fun Club’ 

Children with pre-booked places at Mr Tomlinson’s Breakfast Club should be accompanied by one parent/carer to 

the side door of the school hall, adjacent to the front playground, for drop-off and registration. Parents/carers 

should not enter the school building. 

Our After-School ‘Fun Club’ provision re-commences from the week beginning Monday 7th September. Children with 

pre-booked places should be collected by one parent/carer from the side door of the school hall, adjacent to the 

front playground. A member of ‘Fun Club’ staff will escort the child(ren) to the door to be signed out. Parents/carers 

should not enter the school building. 

Organisation of the school day 

Children will be taught in their whole year group / class ‘bubbles’ and will spend class and break times together. 

Every class bubble has a classroom, allocated toilets, outside play space, staggered break and lunchtime to minimise 

transmission / cross-contamination across year groups and to assist track and trace processes should there be a case 

of COVID-19 confirmed within the school. 
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Where staff are working across bubbles (PPA time, intervention work, MDSAs, after-school ‘Fun Club’, etc.), social 

distancing and strict personal hygiene routines will be observed. 

Every child will have their own stationary (class teachers will be making contact with you about pencil cases should 

children like to bring their own). Key Stage 1 and 2 children will be seated in pairs, at forward facing desks where 

possible. Any shared resources, e.g. PE equipment, iPads and laptops will be thoroughly cleaned between year 

groups. 

Collective Worship will be shared across the school using Microsoft Teams. 

Music lessons with external teachers will re-commence from the beginning of September. 

Swimming lessons have not been booked for the autumn term. 

Catering 

Children will need to bring their own water bottle and healthy snack for break time (which they are able to eat 

without assistance – e.g. peeling an orange). There will be no sharing of food or drink. 

On-site school meals provision with our provider, Edwards and Ward, will resume again in September. During Term 1 

they will offer cold lunches and these can be booked via School Gateway. Alternatively children should bring their 

own packed lunch (these should contain no nut products, thank you). 

After school clubs and trips 

With the exception on ‘Fun Club’, our after-school childcare facility, there will be no after school clubs running 

during Term 1. 

We have no educational visits planned for the autumn term because of on-going restrictions. 

Uniform and Equipment 

Pupils should wear full, smart school uniform, please. This is to ensure routines and expectations are explicit from 

the beginning of term. Any additional items of uniform needed for the start of term can be purchased from OHM 

Clothing Ltd, Devizes: https://www.ohmclothing.co.uk/school-uniform/ 

All pupils should bring complete PE kit into school from the beginning of the new term – teachers will send it home 

regularly to be washed. In addition to timetabled PE sessions, we’re hoping to make good use of our running track, 

so well-fitting trainers will be essential. 

Safety procedures 

We will continue to base our safety practices on the following measures: 

- Avoid contact with anyone with symptoms 

- Frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory practices 

- Regular cleaning of our school 

- Minimising contact and mixing 

On entry to school, all children will be asked to wash their hands and this routine will be maintained throughout the 

school day. Hand washing facilities / hand sanitiser will be readily available. 

The children will regularly be taught safety rules and hygiene procedures as part of their work in school. The school 

will be spot cleaned during the day and thoroughly cleaned at the end of each working day. 

COVID-19 symptoms 

If a member of staff / pupil or anyone in their household shows COVID-19 symptoms they must stay away from 

school and self-isolate in line with government guidance.  

They should be tested and inform the school of their result. 

If there is a confirmed case, Public Health England’s Health Protection Team will be contacted to investigate and 

advise the most appropriate action to take. 
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If your child becomes unwell with COVID-19 symptoms during the school day, you will be contacted to collect them 

as soon as possible and asked to have them tested for the virus. We will have to place any children who are showing 

virus symptoms in isolation.  

It remains imperative that parents and carers of all children are contactable and that we have your up-to-date 

contact details. Please check the details we hold for you on your School Gateway account and if they are incorrect, 

contact the school office: admin@woodborough.wilts.sch.uk . 

Visitors and Parents/Carers 

External visitors will be restricted to those who are essential, and where possible contracted out of school hours. All 

reception areas will be out of bounds to parents/carers. Please make contact with the school by either telephone or 

email. Only under certain circumstances will we meet parents face-to-face and by appointment only. If you need an 

appointment with a member of staff, these will be arranged so you can talk via a phone call. 

We are anticipating additional guidance from the DfE during August, and will of course keep you updated if any of 

our plans need to change. 

Thank you once more for your support and we’ll look forward to seeing you all again in September. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs Sarah Brewis 

Headteacher 
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